MAITLAND AND DISTRICT MISTORICAL SOCIETY

P.0. Box 333

MAITLAND.

Yoi. 2, No. & Novemher, 1978.

CHRISTYMAS DINNER

On Monday, 4th Docembar at 7.70 pem.
wa are having dirnar for membars
and friends at the 0ld Gearge and
Gragon Restaurant, Mslbourns Sk,
£aat Maitland.

An after dinnsr address will be given
by Dr. Jokhn Turner,.

Merry Christmas ond a




i CHRISTMAG DINNER
é Meru
' Entrees?
Fresh Prawn Cocktail $ 2.50
Craps Reine Marie 3 2.00

(Savoury Chicken Pancake)

Main Course!?

Rack of Lamb $ 4.00
Besf Wellington '

(Fillet Besf on Puff Pastry)
Chicken Panrika 3 4.00
Baked Wholae Snapper : % 5.0
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R1l szrved with fresh vegetables & saled bowls.

Sweets:
K variety garvad from 3 trolley, #1 a selection.

Coffes and mints included,

* = *

Please indicate your choice when booking.

Bookings: Bleage contactk, Barry Rlsop - PBh, 301545
Lyn Oolan 334104
Yal Hamson 3314280

BEFORE 28th November,

George & Dragon

EARLY HISTORY

George Furber purchased allotment 2 in section 15A
an the road to Green Hills (Melbeurne St}, where he
built & brick inn which was licensed on 20th june
1837 under the sign of the George & Dragon. The
annual licence for this inn was renewed to George
Furber in 1838-39. On 10th August 1839 George
— Furber, innkeeper, mortgaged the George & Dragon
T to John Earles of Berry Park far £700.

William Benjamin Johnson Green was licensed to
keep the George & Dragon on 19th April 1842 and
he renewed this licence until 1848.

The George & Dragon Inn at East Maitland was

: advertised to be sold at auction at a sheriff's sale at
: Sydney on 7th August 1844, The George & Dragon
; was described as ﬁrick built.

i The George & Dragon is the oldest hotel in all
; Maitland. The Queens Arms has been licensed
under that name since 1838 but is an entirely
different building on the same site.
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- The history of Dakhampton is sxtremely vague. Lack of racords,

deaths of old peopla, time and floods have 811 cortributed to

- make .the history of Oakhampton. mostly unknown to us in this

modern 2ge, Therefore in ssver2l parts, informetion and/or
dates, are lacking, but a genaral picture is obtainable,

Bakhampton has its origins back in the yaar of 1822 when one
thousand acres was given as a qrent to  William B. Wilkingon
w2 named the property Okshampton Park Estate. The name and
spalling came from Devonshire, Epgland., Later it was respelt
- Dakhampton.

Wilkinson sold his land to Captain Robert Lethbridge, who
oceupied hiz  acguisition about 1823, 'His house ( possibly a
slab hut, replaced at a later date y & wore durable stons and
slate dwelling ) was constructed on the summit of the highast
hill in Dakhampton, from where he could see all of his domain,
a2z well as, a gleer view of the fast-growing kownship of West
Mzitland,

The house standing on that sames hill teday, ds the oldest in
Cakhampton, but evan so, it is not poesible now to datermine
whether 1t is the original house or not. A womém yho resided
there for gevaral years, told me of cnce Finding several large
atones which were all that remained of ¢ha orininal dualling,
n inveztigating the matter myself, I found that two bricks
of obvinus age ware all that remaired, Speculstion is al) that
8 rossitle on this certain incident.
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In 1832 Lethhricdge still resided at kis abode, Reputed to be
ore oF tha best houses on the Humtsr River in theose times, it
was bullt partly of stone and had & slate rocf,  Ths house on
Cakhampton Hill fite this descri on exactly, excapt for the
Fact that it is not really large op gxcalling in grandsur,
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The one thousand acres conprising Oakhamnton was sub-divided

about 1840 into 81 lobts, each copsisting of sbout twelue acres,
Cwing to the natural boundary Formed by tha Hunter River as

well as walka Lagoon, these lote were of various differirg
shapes and sizes. It was when these bleeks wersa made available
that such names as Logan, Willard, Scobie and Young appeared
in Oskhampton. These men and their familiss uwere the pioneers
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of Oakhampton., They settled on their farms and tilled the
rich soil to earn their living, Mo doubt they lived in simple
slab huts before they constructed their solid stoneor timber
houses. Only one slab huft remaing in COakhampton today, and
information I've gathered indicates that it was built by
Houstom Mitchell, but cnee 3gain itis impossible todetermine
sxéctly. From whare this slab hut is standing it is possible
to locate the site of a more imposing residenca, built of
stone and slate. Still stending nearby is am ancient bridk
and slete dairy ard 8 barn of comnarable age. In what would
have been the back yard of this house, there isasmall stonse
drinking trouch! The slab hut is now used as & shed, and
gortainsg some remairg of tha bigger houss; two firenlages of
immense dimensions and soveral staimed glass windows also of
gsimilar proportiocns.

In 1848, the Methodist Church purchased some land for burial
nurposes For the sum of £40., Many people from Oakhampton as
well as East and West Maitland and Meorpeth were laid to rest
there, Vaults are present, but they have baen filled in by
floods, Une vault was sxcavated racantly, and the brickwork
of the stairway and interior was of extrame agse, Many fine
headgtones are in this iesleyan Cemetery, forgotten by most

oeople, will be appreciated once apain, when the resteration
work is completed,

The population soared from 1850 to 1880, and it was about
this time that Cakhampicon's reput2tion of being a beauteous
erea started. The district was given tha nick nams of "The
Garden Suburb",

In 1877 the pserle of Oakhampton banded together to chtain a
provisional school, This meent that a least fifteen children
would attend and no more than twenty«-five, enouch to warrant
@ public school. The padrents paid For the furniture, and
orovided @ building. The providicnal scheol was first built
on ths corner of Lot 14. ‘Uhen it was washed away in a flood
2 building higher up was then used. Part of ths house was
renodelled for use a&s e clessroon and the rest was provided
for the resident teacher. In 1879 tha school became & public
school and the Department of Edusation took over comtrel of
the financial aspsegts of the school.

—————— —————
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The school consists of two sections, the classroom and the

connected tsacher's residence, including & bathroom &and a

" kitehen in the rear of the house. * The school is built with
brick on stone foundations. The original slate roof heas been

raplaced with galvanised iron. ’ -

On June 26, 1877 William Clarke a distinguished British Ciuil
Engineer, arrived in Australia to examinre the prablem aof
providing for, am efficient water supply for Maitland and
Newcastle. Clarke examined several proposed sites for the
future pumping station and discarded them for several _
reasens.  He Finally selected 2 eite at Dakhampton. The
inteke was to be at Dickson's Falls (Oakhampton}, the pumping
station wes to be erected om a site knouwn locally as "Scobies
Gzrden and Vineyard" at an estimated cost of £170,000.

After various forms of political changes and uphsavels, the
station was finally completed and on January, tst, 1887
Newcastle's population cheered as the slightly discoloured
water from Walka arrived for the First time,

Welka Water liorks consisted of an ornate hrick structure,
housing the pumps and boilers, & much smal) structure in
the tiver from where the water was taken, a huge séttliro
terk, six filter beds, a clear watasr tank, and a huge lapoon
with & stomne wall and specizlly mixed clay cavering the bottom,

Alec adjacent to the station but furthar uphill, was located
five cottages for the use of the uorkers at Walka and their
femilies, A huge stone house for the Residant Engimeer, all
six of these houses were built of stone and slate.

The main structure is hbuilt of pirnk and cream bricks and the
walls are four feet thick. Tha slate roof has been replaced
with mors modern calvanised iron. The pumohouse was extended
and slightly altered 8round the turn of the century, Despitse
this, the Wictorian architecture still shows its elspance and
finery.

++2 to be continued,

By Werwick Berthold
Year 10
Maitland Marist Brothers.
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Miss Elsie Henston, retired Principal of Petersham Intermediate
Girls' High School, wrote cof these "glories of the past"
thugi=-

Reminiscences of Maitland Girig' High School from 1898 - 1900

The school consisted of from 50 to 60 girls, many of whom were
"paying pupils," admitted on the results of a simple entrance
examination, and who paid two guineae 8 torm. Others were
admitted on results of a competitive examinaticn {English,
Mistory, Arithmetie, French, Dictation), held twice ysarly.
Rbout 20 were admitted each year. The "Scholars" received all
text books free, the "Bursars" a monetary allowance as well,
to agsist in payment of board at certain recommendasd homes.
Trase girvls came from places as fer north as Glenn Innes,

Rl

Bs the girls from Newcastle, Last Maitland and Morpeth arrived
by train about 8.00 a.w., and the Singleton girls at 8,10 a.m,,
School began at 8,30. Lunch receas wes 30 minutes and School
ended at 2 p.m., to enabla girls to chich ths only aveilable
trains for home, Classes were taught in the "new" room, and
the back room of the residenca, -

The memborg of tha staff uwsre: Mistress, Miss J. Grossmann,
beloved and revared by all of us; Miss Muir {(Mre. Redshaw) who
wds succaeded by the much-loved Miss £mily Cruise: and Miae
Elizabath Mitchell., Visiting taachers were Professor King for
Music, Mr. Hollings for Orawing, and Miss Julia White for
Meedlawork, ‘

Rbout thres timaes ysarly we had "Orill" conducted by Major
Mulholland, This consisted rairly of marching round and round
the verandah - the daring cnes dropping off the end of the
verandah one by one, and retiring to the stables  unti) the
businass ended.

There was no attempt at making a playground - the grounds ware
nearly always knee desp in gress, Lunch was parteken on ths
verandah - though & certain select.nroup natronised an  old
fowlhouse, sitting on the perches, Another favourite haunt was
an ald stable behind the new room. There was no eroaniesd sport
nor time to play if thers had teen, but there always sgemad to
be a gaiety and friendliness never forgotten by those who were

m— —
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fortunate te share in its life,

Miss Crossmann livad in the residence with her mother and
sister, This, I am sure, helped to stamp the School more
thoroughly with her spirit and influence,

It was during these years that the School first adopted a
hat band -~ pavy with two psle blue stripes, and a gold
shield with the motto "“Labor Omnia Vincit"., This was worn
on & flat sailar heat,

* * B *

SOCIETY NEWS

The conducted walks of lower High Street apd Bourks Street,
nuided by Graham Dunleop were wall received by both groups
which excesded B0 persons,

The visit to wWindermere was thoroughly enjoyed by all. They
open every Sunday for Inspections and Afternoon Taa,

Our Raffle of the Val Anderson painting of "Umbercollie
Homestead" was won by Mr. R. Hill of Morpeth. UWe now have
8 newy Raffle of 6 bottles of selected uwines, kindly dcnated
by Tyrrells Vineyards of Pokolbin, and it will bs drawn on
1€th Decembar, 1578,

Members who have atiended meetings have anjoyed listening
guest speskers, Mr, Boris Sokoloff (on Aborigirals and their
cugtoms) and Mr, Jeck Sullivan ( Hunter Valley Histery on
slides ).

Spacial thanks to Nellis Bligh for supnlying and arranging
the display in our Society's rooms at Maitland Antigue
Gallery., UWithout her effort, the rooms would still be empty,
As this will soon have to be replaced, old and interssting
items are required for loan to make up the new display,
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8 SDCIETY NEWD

Fast Maitland Progress Association has calied a8 mesting on
Monday, 20th November to consider celebrations for the
150th Anniversary of the Blan for the Township of Maitland
drawn up by Georgs Boyle White in 1829 and which became
officially named fast Mmaitland, In view of this taking
place, our Society will be acked to assist with information
and relice of the past, If you can help, please contact
either Roy Hamson (301420) Ron Stewart {3347233) or Harry
Kearsley (337537).

.o Doas anyona know if celebrations were held in 19287 ...

Please Notes fis tha Chrisimas Dipner at The (ld Georgs
and Dragon Restaurant has bean arranged,
. thare will not be a jener&l meating for
Docambar,

Tha firet gensral meeting for 1973 will
he at East Maitland Primery School on
5t Fabruary 3t 7.30 peme

There ara some oubstanding subscriptinns
for 1978, Have you paid yours?
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