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Soldiers serving with British regiments in Austrslie befoxe 1243
were usually enlisted for life and only disabillly or old sge would
bring discharge from the army. But, veteran soldiexs gerving in
New South Wales or Tasmanis gould apply to stay in the Colony and
work a Veteran's Land Grant., Many of these were made on land
around Maitland end Wollombi. and one of the grantees %o settle here
in this way was Williem Hall, a non-commissioned officer of the,
40th Regiment. 7 ' -

During the Napoleonic wars Hall joined the 40th (Somersetahire)
Regiment while he was siill a very young man and fought with his
regiment in France until the final battle at Waterloo. He was &
countryman, a devout Methodist and would have been regarded by his
superiors as a steady man of good chavacter. ‘Duxring the early
sighteen twenties the 40th wes sta oned in the mid-lands of England
and it.was here that Hall was married to Margaret Olsen at the '01d
Ciarch' in Manchester. Before the end of 1823 the regiment was
moved to Chatham priocr to embarking for Hew South Wales in =small
detachments sexrving as oconvict guards.

Iuring its stay in Australia the greater paxt of the regiment
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Wes sent tcr Hobart but it might be reasonable to’ suppode- that
Williar Hall and his young wife stayed with the company stationed

at Sydney.. .In 1829 the_40t‘hh was ordered to Indid but & number of
its me:rbers appl:.ed to ong them was Corporal William Hall.

4 Gevernment Notice publrshed in’September 1830, -authorised Hall

¢ ocoupy'a grant of 40-acres near Okehampton but the grant did
not get offic:l.al sanctiofr of’ the Governor until :1840. By this time
the ’Ialls had’ cleared the ‘Tand,; - with the help of: cne asonvict,

cul civated the larger’ pait: of. 11:, ‘gtocked it and had raised four
more children.

Tie =ccnomlc depression of the eighteen forties effected the Halls
as it dicl ..most all other colonlste., A small parcel of their
land wes sold, and’ eventually all the rest was mortgaged., Early in
June 1850 William Hall became seriously ill with tetanus and by
the morning of the Tth it was plain that he was going to die. Two
friends who had called to see hinm helped to draft his Will. Al though
he was atle to.read and write well the agonising effects of tetanus
wrild only allow him to matk the document with a cross. The Will

is written in the quaint style of the periocd and devotes ten lines
*’te hig burial and only seven to the dmposal of his worldly goods.

'lh&, old . soldier was gre.nted h:Ls la.st w1sh of 'A decen't Chrlstlan
burial! -and. -was . interred at .the Wesleyan Blzr;al ‘Ground” on” the” Oke—
hcmmton Road. A few da;ys a.fter the fu,neral th.e Maltlanﬁ Mercury

1% West, Ma.ltland on, 'Zth June ’ oi‘ Lockaa.w, a.fte:r.'
a brief illness, Mr. William Hall age 58 years .
leaving a widow and five children to mourn théir ="
3-“bereémement° “Mr s Ha¥l was a: “Very -0ld resident. of: -

d -Ma:.t‘la.nd #nd’ wag: universally respeeted i the rielghbour—
 Hbod HE a men of Sterling worth and pletyr--: RS =

;:ngm.shed ca.reers ,:Ln hus:.neSs‘_and 111 1ocal_ g0 rnment
eldest girl, Mary, was ma.m:j,ed_ o a. Pryor and &, hunber”
d_nscendants are st111 3.1v1ng 1n a.nd. a.round Ma.ltland

LEEILTL

Sources; Maltland Mercury 12 June 1850 Wl i
w o= Mallens :Archives. o
Newcastle Morm.ng Herald 14 J'uly 1970
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. The following is an Address given by Miss Edith Pearce at a meeting

of the Maitland and District Historical Society meeting on 4th -~ |
EAST MAITLAND 1828-1850
Many of the incidents I am about to relate were told to me by early
settlers, one of whom was born in Banks Street the year Queen .
Victoria came to the throne. She was well in her ninetioswwhencbhe
dies, -Strange were the tales she told of the early setilers, free
or bond; the humble and the haughty; the blacks, transport and
the social 1life, all the phases that made up the daily life of the
conmuni ty . ' : )

B o

I shall not go into the very begimmings of settlement, but the B
period from 1828 to 1850. By 1830, Maitland was booming. It was
the second~largest town in the colony. Five roads converged on it
from the interior. : '

It was the bullock teams that marked out High Street. The first
mention of bullocks was about 1826 when Samuel Clift rode two
bullocks from Sydney. The teams with their heavily laden drays of
wool, wheat, hides, tallow, potatoes, Wollombi wool (wattle bark)
and tobaceo came in from the north and west. Bypassing swamps and
waterholes, they made their way to Green Hills, the navigable head
of the river, where they unloaded their produce to be shipped to
Sydney. On the return journey, there being plentiful supply of
water and swamp grass, they camped on the river bank where Maitland
now stands. The town grew and prospered. The teamsters loaded
their year's supply of tea, flour, molasses, sugar, nanchester,
clothing, everything that was needed for man and beast on the stations
in the hinterland.

T e it by e

No one knows why the town was named Maitland. ‘Maybe it was in honour
of Sir Frederick Maitland, Captain of the "Bellerophon", the ship
that took Napoleon Bonaparte to exile on St. Helena. Many veterans
of the Napoleonic Wars were settled in the area. Perhaps it was

the chpice of Surveyor Sir Thomas Mitchell. '

In 1828 it was decidéd that the Fast, being flood~-free, was the most
suitable site for the government town. Following Governor Darling's
approval, Surveyor White was instructed to survey the areca. The 7
streets were to be wide and parallel. Their very names are Bynonymous
of the times:- Melbourne, Banks, William, King, George, High and

- "later, Victoria, Brunswick. High Street, as in most English towns

was to be the main street. '
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. Apart . from MeéIbourme Street, Bast: Mtlan& grew into-tie: mad.dontial
quarter, lack of watex: ‘being -the drawback: : If residents. hndn“'t o
well, th eybou@ztwater atons shﬂlingper cask from FParxell,

the walter caxrier. S :

" 7Tn 1831, the land in Banks: St:cset was’ sold, mostlg 3 a.ctl.‘a ‘blqoks
Large allotments were neceseary, a8 peopleineeded land for a: eou,
.4 horse or ‘two, & amall orchard and a vegetdble ‘garden,  The .:

heuses were built of stone and hand-uade camict ‘briekaa ‘ve:qr few
of the original buildings rema,tn SRS

Tet ue ‘beg.tn by travelli.ug east along 'Eb,e highway fyidm ?ictoria
Bridge, Still standing is e swmall cottage covered vith wines, “the
oldest houge:in Maftland. It was bduilt by. Samuel :Ciifte:: It com=
prises a ground flooxr: and ‘&4 loft-with a trapdoox. dcfthe -loft was the
_sleeping quarters, ~At-mnight the ladder was dravn up inta tha 1o£t,
a precaution necessary because of the blacks. i L

Next to it is'the Bridge House and Walli House,: alse: buﬂ'b by
Sapuel 01ift at a later date. : Pravelling along; we:come io tha
‘Black Horse Inn, built -in 1837. It was -in the inn's paddocks *i;hat

special evenis were" celebrated, the roasting -of an oc:, home ming,
p}.aughing competitions .and sporés in gemeral. - . -

‘In 1843; Mr. Hanks tailt s’ ‘shops ‘and ::esidsnce. i In ong sha;p

he carried on his trade as ‘bectmaker, The other was occupled by

Mr. McFherson; tailor. Om ‘thé ‘other side of “the ‘road vhere Barp-
‘Woodeook ‘and Beveridgs have theiy pidlding was Gentlem Smith's
mill and home. -Porticn of “hé ‘mill is still In use. 6 many, 1t-will
come ‘a8 a’ Surprise %o Yiow that +hieat was’ grmm‘erbensively it our

© - valley; but Tust came and wiped It out’ ‘forevers ‘Situdted behind the

mill is an old stone cottage — Maitland's firat hospfbal ‘and”
‘;hanmlent ‘home, .. It was :alaso used. by Gamline chiaholm as a: hone
for her migmnt giriee o v D el .

- On the next corner is -4 row of faur shaps, originally the polioe
barracks but-later Devar!s store. My, Dewar 'was & ‘Soct, one- -of the
famous whisky family. Mhe building oh the opposite oYY 'Was onoe
. the Union Inn = 1827. Here the first courts were ‘held,  Apaxt from
|, administrating “justice and p:wirmag rest for, 'l'ha wea;:,r travener,
it was used fox divine service.

" The building d:l.recﬂy diagonal,. now - mme& by ?zy B:ms., m the
Bank of Australasia. ' The plastered dadoes:on . the. ‘ingide wallas are
.. work-of art;the handicraft of a. free. I:cish imigrmt, Dunnelly
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.:: by name, . He was paid ten. pence-a yard -farv.the-‘-dgdo. and éight’ pence

. @ Aquare yard for the wall plastering: - .-

"4 Along Melboirne Stréet we now wend our way, past old shops and “the
George' andDregon Hotel, built in'1837,” the licence of wiich has
been transferred to a new hotel by thie same name at Gréen Hills,

The duilding on ‘the Lawés Street’ cornex ‘was'Banfield's stove, ‘the
uppper Floor was a ballroom. - The Test of the town was mainly ..
residentfal apd ‘9till is, In'Banks Stieet; “facing Wallis Street, ie
01d Government Cottage. - WHen Goveinor Mecqiarie visited the avea in
1818 he. described.the cottage, which Major Morisset nared "lLachlan
Cottage” in honour.of the Governor's sex, :a8 a neat building ‘situated

- ,on the sumpit of a hill overlooking a freghwater. lagoon .and # wide
oxeek, which he named Wallis Creek, -and having ‘s companding view of
- 'thf‘-‘ fama onwalliﬁpla-ﬁlﬂc PR A A R PRV EA Pl
"“The three<sbtoreyed house ‘Guned by James Brunker Bk Yecently been:
Testor#d 5} Mr. and Mrs., Trent. Brunked owied & butcher's shop
_.:.9m. the corner of Banks Street and Neweastle Road. . He emwbered . .-

"~ Parlisment and became Minister for Lands: in. Parkes!. government.
In this section is St..Peteris Pavish Hall, i1 835, .originally 'the
Chugch 6f England Denominational Schaole.. -: , - . - .. . .

w o -Across. the street is an-0ld conviet-built ‘coachhouse “and gtables,
833, . When purchased by my-‘parents, ‘it housed a4 elabordte coach,
& phaeton, tins of rusty and bent gonvict neils, pots of dripping
.A0A enoughr arsenic to poison the whole town.: Nails in- the. early:
ddy#’ were soaice and hayd 4o come. by. . They were hand-sade by cone
viet women of the Parvamatia Female Faotory. . The dripping, with
canstic sdda and ach, was mede into somp. Heaven alone -knows ‘what

7

Ae scda pud ach, was,
Tt is bard’ for us to understand conditions in those’ days. . Take.
Tootwear, - We go-into a shop and buy what we vequire, . Then, if
~r-sountyy: women's boots wite out, they Vent barefooted until the .
teams went through to Maitlend. On arrival they were re-ghod by
H::.Hanks. L S T RIS UU R S U S L
. Crossing Newcasile: Rosd, . we-come %o the ‘pari,-which waa onde the
..gaktle markets, - Opposite is Rielly's (now Epelt Riley's) Hotel,
being restored by Mra. Huve,: Heit is’ thé’ Eckford home Puilt in
1835 by Ideutenant William Eckford, retired harbour master, the
father of John, Maitland's first free settler,.- On the lawes Street
corner. is a building, now owned by Mattland City Counecil, uhich was
Sam Bailey's "Cottage of Content"™ Inn, Opposite, Sam Clift had his

¥
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butcher's shop .and facing Day Street is "Roseneath", originally the
"Tictoria Hotel" owned by the same Samuel Clift., On the other side
~of the road, recently restored, is "The Overflow", so called because
it was used to accommodate extra guests from the hotel. Little
else remains. In King Street is the old St. Joseph's Convent
“chocl, On the Lawes Street corner "Goonbah" and "Woodlands"
1841-43, In Day Street the Maitland Gaol 1848, It was here in
1749 that the last hanging took place. On the Morpeth Road is a

" gplit level house, this was oroginally Eckford's "Woolsack Inn".

As ycu study the history of Maitland you will find the name of
J1ift is ¥very prominent. Samuel Clift was borm in 1790, arrived
in the colony in 1818 on the convict transport "Neptune" according
to the census of 1828.  (lift was a hard-working man, married to a
Frae wonan, Anne Duff. He had by then acquired sixty acres of land
on Wallis Plains; he was the proud owner of one hundred and sixty
cattle and three children. .

‘C2ift was making money fast, mustering cattle in the hills, adopting
the motte "finders keepers"”. Nice little mobs were sold at the
nattle markets. In 1831 he employed a ticket—of-leave man, Ben

Hall. Ben had been transported for seven years, his crime, the

tl.eft of a handkerchief wvalued at ninepence. When freed by servitude,
he narried a conviet girl from the Parramatta Factory. Their son,

Ion ;—Iall bushranger, was born at Wallis Creek.

1"1 tlme went by, Samuel Clift and his family of five sons and three
-Agughters became influential pastoralists. They owned large
staticne at Breeza and the Liverpool Plains, They were prominent
in cormerce; industry, mining; and shipping. They took a great
interest, not only in their own church, St. Peter's, to which they
gEVE 3av1shly, but in all denomlnat:l.ons. Hats off to this worthy
piozeer, who rose above adversity. It was men and women of the
courafe and tenaelty da.splayed by this man who laid the foundations
of our nation.

Les us now turn to the churches. All the original buildings have
gone, replaced by larger and modern ones. There was St. Stephen's
Yresb) ferian Church in Furber Street, St. Peter's Church of England
1838, on the corner of William Street and Newcastle Road, the
Fethodigt Church opposite on the same site it occupies today, the
Free Kirk at the end of William Street and St. Joseph's Roman
Catholic Church on the ground where.the new church now stands.
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~“The foundation stone of St. Joseph's was laid by Father.John - -
Joseph Terry in 1830. This establishes its claim to be the oldest
Catholic Church:din Australia. . SEEAD AT T L e T

During the TGreat Hinger" 1845-47 when $he Irish potato orop. failed,
the Irish settlers contributed one pound.per. head 1o bring their
kinsmen to this country, Many .settled. in the Maitland di strictrand
Father Teriy's flock was greatly increased. The priest was renowned
for his treatment of insobriety. Hig'word Was law, He was’omnipot-
ent. One of ‘his parishioners laughingly +61d me the*following story:
One old- Trishwoman complained 6 the priest bowt her husband's
drinking habits,. Pather’ Terry threatened him that if heé- did hojt
mend his ways,-he would: have him tirned into a rat ‘arid the cat would
eat him. ' One:Saturday- demén’ drink won., He staggered -home “and
begged his wife to lock up the cat, For years after, this was a
great joke with hig currency-borm soms. . . . . . -

The convigts were encamped on-Stockade Hill. The -Gallows and -
 Whipping: Post-stood dpposite St. Joseph's Chirch, - On one day, alone,
Father Terry-gave the last rites to three prisoners. One-third of
the convicts transported were':Irish. Many of them were political

. brisoners, rebels againgt England's harsh treatment. _Conviets were
engaged in building eonstruction and making roads., Others were

assigned to landholders. .The avenue of trees in William Street was

planted by the road gang. . | o

Thef.olleﬂing: is.an extract from the reminiscences of the late Mr,
Thomas: Pryor, ‘who -died in 1915, It illustrates the treatment of
the conviets, -~ BT ' o .
"I was born in Harfordshire, England, on 21st December 1825. A
rural worker's wage wag seven and sixpence per week., Our family
and another family.of friends decided to emigrate. After a six
months voyage we dropped anchor at Port Jackson, May 18, 1838, My
father entered us into engagement with the late Mr. William Charles
Wentworth, as shepherds on his property, lLambs Valley, Huntér River.
We came by steam packet to Green Hills. We were then conveyed by
bullock dray to our destination. On our way through East Maitland
we were surprised t6 see a row of handcarts loaded with stones and
gravel. They were drawn by men harnessed in chains and guarded by
soldiers. Others were wearing leg iroms, repairing the road. This,
we were told, was the iron gang and that was one mode of punishment
awarded to eriminals. "
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I remeber crossing a rickety wooden bridge and aaehig a straddle of

yellow maize at the rear of Mr, cnft's hcmse, This was the first
w#we had ever seen."

such of our history has been lost with the neglect: and destruction
of our old cemeteries. Fortunately, in Hiland Crescent, some :
neadstones of outstanding value are atill intact. That of Michael
Ryan, conviet, tells its own sad story. Here also is the family
‘grave of John Brown, the discoverer of coal at Four Mile Creek.

. In the old Glebe cemetexry at Lochend is the Eckford femily wvault,
the Clift vault and the tombstone of Edward Denny Day, the police
nagistrate who was instrumental in capturing the bushrangers, the
Jewboy Gang, at Doughdboy Hollow. All the siones besr the birthe
places of the departed — native of Gloucestershire, Xent, Devon,
Cornwall, Kerry, Cork, Belfaat and Tublin, Aberdeen and Invernesa,
thus showing the origin of the City's forebears.

The descendantia of the early pioneers are dispersed throughout the
world. There are still Eckfords in the town; those of Gentleman
Smith went o Fullerton Cove, Paris and South America and the siones
from his convici~bullt residence on Newcastle Road are now the
Banks Street fence of 5t. Peterts Church, ’2947.

‘In mentioning 5%, Peter's Church, it is here we have East Maitlend's

. greatest tourist attraction. Ome finds here a rare and costly
Darrare marblée pulpit given by the Eeckford femily, stained glass
windows of great beauty equal %o any to be found in 5ld Buropean
elties, the manctuary with communion rail and altar, the eagle
lectern, the beautiful organ, the font and many other priceless
treasures glven in memory of those stalwart pioneers and left as

a heritage to those who follw aftexr.

Edith Peaxrce,
4th July, 1977.

ERRATA: Page 3 - . June/Tuly Bulletin
' shouli reads Mary Ann Mrs. John Button of
‘ "Burren Junction Station®,



